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M a p l e Fest ival Back in Person

Sugarmaker Ryan Mahar discusses cur ren t maple

sugaring techn iques at a recent Maple Festival.

Ge t y o u r raf f le t ickets ! W i t h over 30 items valued

a t $100 or more, the Midd le town Springs Historical

Society (MSHS) kicks o f f its Map le Festival Raffle. The

grand prize i tem is a choice between a gi f t cert i f icate

f o r 100 gallons o f heat ing oil f rom Johnson Energy or

the cash equivalent , around $400. Other raff le i tems

include original works by local art is ts and

craf tspeople, g i f t cards f rom local and regional stores

and restaurants, and several g i f t baskets. Participants

can e n t e r t he i r t ickets for individual i tem raffles,

increasing the i r chances o f get t ing wha t they want .

Raffle t ickets are $25 each, or five t ickets f o r $100.

T icke ts and p a y m e n t s m u s t be re tu rned by mai l ,

p o s t m a r k e d by March 15. Fora list o f raff le i tems,

tickets, and instruct ions, visit the Society?s new,

accessible websi te, www.mshsvt .o rg .

All proceeds f rom the raff le w i l l suppor t MSHS

educat ional and historic preservat ion projects

including t h e Minera l Springs Park, the MSHS

museum, and the historic Adams House.

Back! A f te r a two -yea r COVID hiatus, the MSHS is

bringing back its on-site, in-person Map le Festival

fundra iser on Sunday, M a r c h 19.

For over 30 years, the M i d d l e t o w n Springs

Historical Society has of fered this popular, fami ly -

f r iend ly c o m m u n i t y event . The 2023 Maple Festival

wi l l feature an o u t d o o r maple  sugaring

demonst ra t ion , maple vendors, exhibits, and talks on

the h is tory o f maple sugaring, music, and o f course,

home-made lunch select ions and map le desserts. The

raf f le drawings wil l be held dur ing t h e festival, and

winners wil l be not i f ied t o arrange f o r pickup o r

shipping.

For more in format ion contact David W r i g h t at 802-

235-2376 or mon tve r t@vermon te l .ne t .

School I n f o r m a t i o n a l M e e t i n g

M a r c h 1

T o w n I n f o r m a t i o n a l M e e t i n g

M a r c h 6

V O T E ? T O W N & S C H O O L

M a r c h 7

Details on page 5

C o m p l e t e W a r n i n g s b e g i n o n p a g e 7

Message f r o m the Board o f Listers

The Board o f Listers is required t o de te rm ine fa i r

market value o f all real p roper ty as o f April 1% each

year. Therefore, we ask t h a t proper ty owners no t i f y

us o f ma jo r renovat ions, addit ions o f any size o r new

construct ion. Also not i f y us o f any m a j o r deprec ia t ion

o r removal o f any addi t ions or structures. Your

suppor t is appreciated. Contact: Sally Achey (235-

2434) Pat Hemenway (235-2421) o r Randy Kniff in

(342-1306).



M i l e s t o n e s

Births

Garret t Rodney Mar te l le

January 14, 2023

t o Rachel & Jordan Mar te l le

Deaths

Rodney Tarbell

January 13, 2023

Henderson Fund Scholarships f o r

Gradua t i ng Seniors

At ten t ion ! Students f rom Midd le town Springs

who are graduat ing (or recently graduated from) high

school and are going on to pursue higher educat ion:

you are el ig ib le to apply f o r scholarship funding f r o m

the town?s Henderson Fund. The fund now offers a

m i n i m u m o f $500 in one- t ime funding t o each

successful appl icant. For more in format ion or t o

in i t ia te the appl icat ion process, please contact Eric

Mon tb r i and , Chairman, Wells Springs UUSD at

e r i c . m o n t b r i a n d @ g r c s u . o r g .

Quest ions may also be directed t o Steve Harr ington

wi th the MTS Trustees o f Public Monies at 802-235-

1043 o r ohungerdel l@gmai l .com, but please note

t h a t the appl icat ion process itsel f goes th rough the

distr ict .

M i d d l e t o w n Springs U Coming Soon!

Announcing the very f i rst M i d d l e t o w n Springs

Universi ty!

On March 8 th rough March 15, everyone in t o w n

is inv i ted t o a t tend a f ree class. Or a f ew !

Watch Front Porch Forum (and th is newslet ter next

month ) for the class schedule, the teachers and the

locations. There wil l be a link t o a webs i te where you

can sign up for classes.

The commi t tee is Mary Lamson, Laura

Derrendinger, Leslie Silver, Melissa Chesnut-

Tangerman. Meet ings are ongo ing ?i t ? s not too late

t o jo in the commi t tee .

The Palace Pro ject (Aud io & e-books)

The Midd le town Springs Library is pi lot ing a new

service f r o m the Depar tmen t of Libraries. It is an

eBook and eAudiobook service which is available t o all

publ ic l ibraries in the state, at no cost. The s ta tew ide

col lect ion includes eBooks and eAudiobooks f o r all

ages and in mult ip le languages.

Our l ibrary wil l also cont inue t o subscribe t o

Libby/Overdr ive. Both services, Palace and Libby,w i l l

be available at no cost t o all members o f the

commun i ty . To get started w i t h Palace, download

the app t o you r smar tphone or tab le t and fo l l ow t h e

prompts to set up vir tual card and password. To

access Libby, download the app and use you r

M i d d l e t o w n Springs Library barcode, and y o u r last

name for the pin.

Call the l ibrary for more in fo rma t ion o r s top in

and Kimber ly w i l l walk you t h r o u g h .i t .

MARK YOUR C A L E N D A R S ! !
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Fr iends o f t he L ib rary

Pain t & Sip: Join the Friends o f Library on Friday,

February 10, 6-8pm at the M i d d l e t o w n Springs

Historical Society for a Paint and Sip event. Bring you r

o w n beverage and en joy del ic ious appet izers wh i le

vis i t ing w i t h f r iends and paint ing a small canvas. Ail

appet izers, paint ing supplies, and canvases wi l l be

suppl ied by the Friends of the Library. Admission f o r

cu r ren t members is $20; non -members is $25.

Register ( f r iendsmtspubl ic l ib rary@gmai l .com) by

Wednesday, February 8. All proceeds go t o bene f i t

and suppor t o u r l ibrary.

Book Walk : The Friends are excited t o announce

t h a t o u r book wa lk is now a part o f Rutland County's

Come Alive Outside Passport as a book wa lk

des t ina t ion ! Our new b o o k this month is Gianna

Mar ino 's Too Tal l Houses. We hope you'l l en joy

reading the book whi le going f o r a walk.

If you wou ld like t o make a donat ion to suppor t o u r

m o n t h l y book walk, please drop it o f f at the library or

mai l to: Fr iends o f the M i d d l e t o w n Springs Public

Library, PO Box 1206, M i d d l e t o w n Springs, VT 05757.

N o t c u r r e n t l y a member? Membersh ip forms are

linked here or can be picked up at the l ibrary. W h y

become a m e m b e r ? Al though the bulk o f municipal

l ibrar ies budgets are funded through t o w n budgets,

those can f luctuate. Friends groups all around the

count ry raise m o n e y t o a u g m e n t book purchasing,

o f fe r supp lementa l programming, and par tner w i t h

l ibrar ies to apply f o r grants. When you donate t o o u r

non-p ro f i t organizat ion, you suppor t o u r mission o f

suppor t ing o u r library's needs and expanded offer ings

t o o u r commun i ty . Last year w e w e r e able to help the

l ibrary purchase 79 new books, apply for a grant

supp lemen t the s u m m e r programming, and raise

m o n e y t o w a r d s the l ibrary's f u tu re expansion.

The Friends thank all past, present, and fu tu re

membersf o r j o i n i n g us in keeping o u r l ibrary a vibrant

part o f our commun i t y .

2023 Dog Licenses Are N o w Ava i lab le !

Vermon t state law requires all dogs or wo l f -hyb r ids

be licensed w i t h the town clerk each year on or before

Apri l 1. All l icense fees include funds required t o be

sent t o the state rabies and spay /neu te r programs.

Registration information

Animals adopted & registered on or before 4/1/23:

Neutered or Spayed - $9.00

Not Neutered or Spayed - $13.00
If registered after April 1, 2023, late fees apply:

Neutered or Spayed - $11.00

Not Neutered or Spayed - $17.00
Lastly, i f you r schedule just doesn ' t f i t the clerk's

of f ice hours, you can still ge t you r pet registered. I f w e

d o n ' t a l ready have you r in format ion on fi le, you can

mai l you r rabies cert i f icate, license fee and any o t h e r

per t inen t in fo rmat ion t o PO Box 1232, M i d d l e t o w n

Springs 05757 and | wi l l comple te the registrat ion and

mail you back the license and tag.

ook Walk
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F r e e d o m a n d U n i t y

A Graphic Guide to Civics and Democracy in VT

The Center for Cartoon Studies was challenged by

V e r m o n t ' s Secretary o f State of f ice and Ve rmon t

Humani t ies to create a graphic guide about the past,

present, and promise o f democracy and civics in o u r

brave litt le state. Freedom a n d Unity is the answer to

t h a t chal lenge.

Here in Vermont , f r eedom isn?t a free-for-al l and

un i t y doesn?t mean uni formi ty . From Town Meet ings

t o cooperat ives, and all the way up t o the state house,

Vermont?s approach t o democracy is by tu rns unique,

varied, and inspired.

Avai lable as a f ree download f rom

ht tps : / /www.car toons tud ies .o rg /css -

s tud io / ca r toon ingp ro jec ts / f reedomandun i t y /

o r at the l ibrary wh i le supplies last.

T O W N OFFICE HOURS

Monday & Tuesday f r o m 9am-4pm Thursday

& Friday f r o m I p m - 4 p m

T O W N CLERK

Patty Kenyon

802-235-2220 midd le town@vermon te l . ne t

G o t S n o w !

SNOWSHOES at the Library? Check

them out ! The l ibrary has 4 pairs o f

adu l t shoes (2 men's & 2 women 's , 4 pairs o f poles)

and6 pairs o f chi ldren's snowshoes t o circulate. They

go out for th ree days at a t ime (like the park passes).

The person checking t h e m out must be 18+ and is

responsible f o r any pairs checked out . They are

available ona f i rst-come, f i rst-served basis.

O u t d o o r S to ry T ime

Melissa and Kimber ly are singing, moving, and

reading stor ies w i t h chi ldren o f all ages. On Mondays

at 10 :30am we mee t outs ide the l ibrary for s tory t ime.

If it?s super cold, we ' l l move around outside and then

read indoors. Put on you r wa rm clothes and boots and

let?s get together ! M o n d a y s t h r o u g h February 27.

Kni t t ing Circle

Join novice-to-exper ienced kni t ters a t the l ibrary

the f i rst Monday o f the month f rom 7-9 pm, October

th rough May, for inspirat ion, technical suppor t , and

qu ie t conversation. Other fiber arts are we lcome:

bring you r crochet, felt ing, s t i tchwork , etc. For more

info, call Lois at 235-2374

C o n v e r s a t i o n * K indness * Cake

Death Cage
Tuesday , Feb rua ry 2 8

6 : 3 0 - 8 p m

M i d d l e t o w n Spr ings L ibra

J o i n us f o r o p e n c o n v e r s a t i o n

a b o u t al l aspec ts o f

d e a t h , dy ing , a n d l iv ing.

Sign up in a d v a n c e

CatV/emal l t h e l l b r a r y



TOWN MEETING 2023

2 0 2 3 C a n d i d a t e s f o r O f f i c e

Off ice ( t e rm)

Town Moderator (1 yr)

Selectboard (3 yrs)

Candidate(s)

Kimberly Bushnell

Herb Childress

Neil T. Russell

Te r r y A. Redfield

Randolph J. Kniff in

Tracy W e a t h e r h o g g

Selectboard (2 yrs)

Lister (3 yrs)

Auditor (3 yrs)

Library Trustee (3 yrs) Sean Ruck

Library Trustee (3 yrs) No Candidate

Tru. Copeland Church Fund (lyr) Rita Hansen

Tru. Copeland Cemetery (1 yr) John W e a t h e r h o g g

Trustee Of Public Monies (3 yrs) David Carr

Trus tee O f Publ ic M o n i e s (3 y rs * ) Steve Harr ing ton

*(2 Yrs Remain)

P lann ing Commiss ion (3 yrs)

Planning Commiss ion (3 y r s * * )

* * ( 1 Yr Remains)

No Candidate

N o Candidate

2 0 2 3 T o w n M e e t i n g C a l e n d a r

Wednesday , February 1 ? Last day t o w i thd raw

Candidate Pet i t ion.

Wednesday , February 15 ? Ballots must be available

for early vot ing.

Wednesday, M a r c h 1 ? Wel ls Springs School District

In fo rmat iona l Meet ing at Wells Village School &

vir tual ly, at 7pm.

M o n d a y , M a r c h 6 ? Last day f o r absentee ballot

requests ? close o f business (4pm).

M o n d a y , March 6 ? Town Informat iona l Meet ing ?

6:30pm ?V i r t u a l only.

Full Warn ing starts on page 7

Tuesday, M a r c h 7 ? Town Meet ing Day

Polls open 7am - 7 p m ? Voting in M i d d l e t o w n Springs

Historical Society dining room. All bal lots must be in

by close o f polls.

For m o r e in fo rma t ion call o r emai l the Town Clerk.

Register to Vote / Absentee Ballots

2023 Absen tee Ba l lo t Requests

If you are planning t o vo te absentee, request an

absentee bal lot for 2023 elections now. To add you r

name t o the list of people w h o wil l receive absentee

ballots by mail in 2023, you need t o comple te an

absentee bal lot request fo rm. State law al lows f o r

voters to request absentee ballots for a single

elect ion o r f o r a ful l calendar year. You must s u b m i t

a new f o r m each ca lendar year. Here?s where t o

obta in a request fo rm:

e On t h e town?s websi te

* Onthe state?swebsite
e Through Vermont ' s Onl ine Portal

e Pick up o r request a f o r m f rom the t o w n

clerk?s office.

{f you are not sure if you are on the absentee bai lot

list f o r 2023, check you r status? at

h t tps : / /mvp .ve rmon t .gov or contact t o w n clerk..

Register To V o t e

To register t o vo te in V e r m o n t for the f i rst t ime,

go t o h t tps : / /o lv r .vermont .gov / . Register on l ine by

Friday, March 3 t o make sure you r name appears on

the town?s vo te r checklist. Onl ine regis t rat ion is

preferred. To register in person, s top in the t o w n

office or the l ibrary dur ing open hours.

You must be a registered vo te r o f M idd le town

Springs to vo te at Town Meet ing. To doub le check

that you are registered, go t o My V o t e r Page.

There is no deadline t o register to vote ! You may

register t o vo te up to and including the day o f the

election. If you cannot access M y Voter Page, you can

check you r registrat ion status at the t o w n office.

How to Access - Vir tual /Zoom only

Town Informational Meeting

By land fine te lephone: Dial 1-929-436-2866

(charges may apply). When prompted enter the

Meet ing ID: 4383450591#, Passcode 15920.

By compu te r : Join meet ing by clicking here

h t t p s : / / z o o m . u s / j / 4 3 8 3 4 5 0 5 9 1 ?pwd=UkRKbni2¢28xc

DhmcWJITmME3UENkZ209_ You may be prompted to

enter a Meet ing ID: 4383450591, Passcode 15920.

By smar tphone, tablet, o r o t h e r device: Download

and open the Zoom Mee t i ng app. You may have t o

create a f ree account or sign in to you r exist ing

account . Select the op t ion to jo in meet ing and enter

the Meet ing ID: 4383450591, Passcode 15920.
















